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than her father. Eighteen years ago, on his marriage,
he had promised his stepmother that he would never
cease ' ein treuer Deutscher und Coburger zusein,' and his
adherence to that ill-advised resolve had been the main
reason why, in spite of his wise and unwearied labours
for England, he had never been trusted there, except by
his wife and those few Ministers who rated him at his
true worth, and had remained a foreigner. If now his
daughter was to succeed she must pass the scrutiny of
the most penetrating and Prussian eyes in all Europe.
Bismarck was not yet in power, nor for several years yet
would he be established at Berlin, but within a few
months of her marriage he had seen her and given his
verdict: she must become a Prussian through and
through, she must ' leave the Englishwoman at home '
and let her remain a sleeping Princess in suspended
animation save when she revisited her native land. He
thought her clever ' in a womanly way,' but not able
to disguise her feelings, a grave defect in Bismarck's
eyes.1

Successfully to manipulate these trances and resuscita-
tions would have taxed the wisdom of Solomon, and
with all her dazzling cleverness Princess Frederick was
not wise. She could not adjust herself to these difficult
quick changes, and even as when, a bilingual child, she
spoke each of two languages with the accent appropriate
to the other, she now made a like confusion in her
conduct, and her eldest brother was not far wrong when
he said * Vicky is always pure Prussian when she is at
home, and pure English when she is in Prussia/ More-
over she cultivated her artistic pursuits with a publicity
which the Germans, with their strict limitations of the

1 Busch, Bismarck, i. p. 139.